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Chapter 13. 

Citizenship Restored. 

§ 13-1.  Restoration of citizenship. 

Any person convicted of a crime, whereby the rights of citizenship are forfeited, shall have 

such rights automatically restored upon the occurrence of any one of the following conditions: 

(1) The unconditional discharge of an inmate, of a probationer, or of a parolee by 

the agency of the State having jurisdiction of that person or of a defendant under 

a suspended sentence by the court. 

(2) The unconditional pardon of the offender. 

(3) The satisfaction by the offender of all conditions of a conditional pardon. 

(4) With regard to any person convicted of a crime against the United States, the 

unconditional discharge of such person by the agency of the United States 

having jurisdiction of such person, the unconditional pardon of such person or 

the satisfaction by such person of a conditional pardon. 

(5) With regard to any person convicted of a crime in another state, the 

unconditional discharge of such person by the agency of that state having 

jurisdiction of such person, the unconditional pardon of such person or the 

satisfaction by such person of a conditional pardon.  (1971, c. 902; 1973, c. 251; 

c. 1262, s. 10; 1977, c. 813, s. 1; 1991, c. 274, s. 1; 2011-145, s. 19.1(h); 

2012-83, s. 18; 2013-410, s. 2.) 

 
§ 13-2.  Issuance and filing of certificate or order of restoration. 

(a) The agency, department, or court having jurisdiction over the inmate, probationer, 

parolee or defendant at the time his rights of citizenship are restored under the provisions of G.S. 

13-1(1) shall immediately issue a certificate or order in duplicate evidencing the offender's 

unconditional discharge and specifying the restoration of his rights of citizenship. 

The original of such certificate or order shall be promptly transmitted to the clerk of the General 

Court of Justice in the county where the official record of the case from which the conviction arose 

is filed.  The clerk shall then file the certificate or order without charge with the official record of 

the case. 

(b) In the case of a person convicted of a crime against another state or the United States, 

whose rights to citizenship have been restored according to G.S. 13-1, the following provisions 

shall apply: 

(1) It shall be the duty of the clerk of the court in the county where such person 

resides, upon a showing by such person or his representative that the conditions 

of G.S. 13-1 have been met, to issue the certificate evidencing the offender's 

unconditional discharge and specifying the restoration of his rights of 

citizenship.  For purposes of this subsection, the fulfillment of the conditions of 

G.S. 13-1 shall be considered met upon the presentation to the clerk of any 

paper writing from the agency of any other state or of the United States which 

had jurisdiction over such person, which shows that the conditions of G.S. 13-1 

have been met. 

(2) The certificate described in subdivision (b)(1) shall be filed by the clerk of the 

General Court of Justice in the county in which such person resides. 

The provisions of this subsection apply equally to conditional and unconditional pardons by the 

governor of any other state or by the President of the United States, as well as unconditional 
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discharges by the agency of another state or of the United States having jurisdiction over said 

person. (1971, c. 902; 1973, c. 251; 1977, c. 813, s. 2; 1991, c. 274, s. 2.) 

 
§ 13-3.  Issuance, service and filing of warrant of unconditional pardon. 

In the event the rights of citizenship are restored by an unconditional pardon as specified in 

G.S. 13-1(2), the Governor, under the provisions of G.S. 147-23, shall issue his warrant therefor 

specifying the restoration of rights of citizenship to the offender; and the officer to whom the 

Governor issues his warrant to effect the release of the offender shall deliver a copy of the warrant 

to the offender under the provisions of G.S. 147-25. The original warrant bearing the officer's 

return as specified in G.S. 147-25 shall be filed by the clerk of the General Court of Justice without 

charge in the county where the official record of the case from which the conviction arose is filed. 

(1971, c. 902; 1973, c. 251.) 

 
§ 13-4.  Endorsement of warrant, service and filing of conditional pardon. 

When the offender has satisfied all of the conditions of a conditional pardon, and his rights of 

citizenship have been restored under the provisions of G.S. 13-1(3), the Governor shall issue an 

endorsement to the original warrant which specified the conditions of the pardon. Such 

endorsement shall acknowledge that the offender has satisfied all of the conditions of the pardon. 

The Governor shall then deliver the endorsement to the officer specified in G.S. 147-25 for 

service and delivery to the clerk. Service and delivery to the clerk and filing by the clerk shall be 

done in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 13-3 so that the endorsement reflecting satisfaction 

of all conditions of the pardon will be served and recorded as if it were a warrant of unconditional 

pardon. (1973, c. 251.) 

 
§§ 13-5 through 13-10.  Repealed by Session Laws 1971, c. 902. 

 

 


